land is uniform. In standing vegetable crops,
the sample should be taken between the rows.
For most standing fruit crops the zone of high
root activity, as identified using radio-tracer
technique, lies between 80 and 135 cm radial
distance from trunk. The soil sample may be
taken midway between the trunk and the drip-
circle/boundary of canopy. Avoid areas which
are recently manured and fertilized, close to
bunds, compost heaps or other non-
representative spots. Collect soil sample prior
to planting of the crop before any fertilizers
are applied. Forlands under cultivation testing
once in 3 years may be adequate.

When a spade or khurpi is used, make a V-
shaped hole to the required depth and then
cut a 2 cm thick slice of soil from top to bottom

of exposed soil surface and collect it in a clean polythene bags to
plastic bucket/container. Collect all sub- | keep the : )
samples in the same bucket/container. } samples. R

4. Pourthe soil from
the bucket on to a
piece of clean paper,
plastic sheet or cloth
and mix thoroughly.
Using quartering
method retain %2 kg
soil and discard the

Mix the sub-samples thoroughly  rest. Mix the remaining
and spread the soil on a clean

surface and reduce to %2 kg by

portions and repeat

quartering. For quartering, divide quartering till 2 kg soil
the spread soil into 4 quarters, remains.
discard the opposite quarters and

repeat 3-4 times.

Fill in the soil sample information
sheet as completely as possible
and check the numbering on the
bag with that written on the
information sheet.

a record of the areas
sampled and a sketch
map for reference.
This is useful to adopt
the recommendations
correctly after the
results are received
from the laboratory.

7. Toavoid contami-
nation do not use
fertilizer bag for
samples. Avoid

storing or
spreading of the
soil samples near
fertilizers. Use
clean cloth or

Do not use empty fertilizer bag
for placing the soil sample and
do not store or spread out
samples near stored fertilizer.

Send samples to
the laboratory for
analysis within 7
days of sampling and avoid delay.

In irrigated areas, quality of water must also
be taken into account when formulating the
recommendations for manures and fertilizers
or soil amendment with reference to salinity
and to chloride/boron toxicity. Collect about 2
litre of fresh water sample in clean glass/plastic
bottle and send for analysis to reach the
laboratory within 24 hours of collection. Label
the sample clearly and keep its record for your
reference.
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5. If the sample is
b oy o L0 i Prepared by Dr. 5.C. Kotur e INDIAN INSTITUTE OF
shade before
putting the same For further details contact: :ORTICUhL:tUT_At F;ESIEARCH’
in bag. Director _ essaraghatta Lake Pos
Indian Institute of Horticultural Research 1EaR  Bangalore - 560 089 India

6. Keep the informa-
tion sheet inside
the sample bag on
athick paper card such as luggage label. Keep

Hessaraghatta Lake Post,
|~ Bangalore - 560 089. India
” Email : director@iihr.kar.nic.in : i

i Ptd at : Precision Fototype Services, B'lore. Ph: 5546146 / 5364349

Dry the samples in shade.






